
Residential Recycling 
in the QC!
2023 Update on Improvements, 
Innovation and Challenges



Waste Connections 
avg. per household per week:

39.70 lbs.

Town of Queen Creek
avg. per household per week:

Average Curbside Trash Collection Per Cart Per Week

35.96 lbs.

1.46 lbs.
TOQC avg. per capita per day



Residential Curbside Recycling 
Breakdown by Material

Cardboard
21%

Paper
18%

Trash
13%

Glass
14%

PET 
(Soda, 
Water 

Bottles)
5%

Metals
5%

Rigid Plastic
5%

UBC (Aluminum)
3%

Tin
4%

HDPE Color (Juice, 
Laundry  Soap, 

Shampoo Bottles)
3%

HDPE Natural 
(Milk Jugs)

4%

Processing 
Loss
5%



Recycling Revenue by FY
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Recycling Center Material Breakdown
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Key Recycling Challenges

COVID-19

Batteries
China Ban

GLASS



Glass Challenges
• Glass shatters during collection.

• Glass shards decrease the 
value of other recyclable 
materials.

• Glass collected with Mixed 
Recycling is too contaminated 
to have value for end users.

• Usually only reused as landfill 
cover or dust suppressant.

• Some communities have 
removed it. 



Next Steps
Scanners Mobile Inspections

Big Belly Pilot Glass Pilot Customer Portal



Scanning Technology






Mobile Inspections



Bigbelly Containers



Using Technology for Public Space 
Trash & Recycling Maintenance



Public Space 
Recycling 

Pilot @ 
Founders 

Park Splash 
Pad



Glass Pilot @ Recycling Center



New CIS Customer Portal, Phase II



Questions?
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